P.Gopalan 96

Lord Somasundareswara and prayed that he should
ordain that the money with him should be utilised for the
benefit of the devotees of the Lord.

When he reached Thirupperundurai, he took his
bath in the temple There he found underneath a tree a
learned preceptor and a large number of His disciples.
They were none other than Lord Siva and those whose
souls had already been emancipated by Lord siva.
Vaadhavurar bowed to the Preceptor and the latter
taught him the Panchakshara Mahamantra. As the
preceptor was Lord Siva Himself, Vaadhavurar
immediately felt a transformation and completely forgot
himself and his errand. He praised the Lord from the
bottom of his heart. The Lord was pleased and called
him Maanikkavaachakar (One who spoke words equal to
gems). Maanikkavaachakar became one among the
disciples and was listening intently to the discussions
held. Those discussions were concerned with the union
of the human soul with that of the Lord. The Lord after
sometime told Maanikkavaachakar that he should be in
the world for some more time in order to accomplish
certain tasks and then He disappeared with His disciples.
Maanikkavaachakar was struck with indescrbable grief at
his being left behind.

He then sent back his attendants and assistants
to Madurai with instructions to inform the Pandya king
that the horses would arrive in a few monts time. They
told the Pandya king accordingly and the king was wait"
ing for the arrival of horses.

Maanikkavaachakar spent all the money he had
brought on improvements of temple and on feeding the
devotees.